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than that of Mecca, and is supposed to have been really
built by Muhammad himself. His coffin is encased in
silver, and covered with a heavy marble slab.

I>y far the most important place in the south-west is
Sana, capital of Yemen, and seat of an Imam, who enjoys
a nominal jurisdiction under the Turks, real masters of
the land. Sana, which is perhaps the finest and best-
built city in the whole of Arabia, has been visited of
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late years by Wrecle, Halevy, Manzoni, Haig, Harris, and
other Englishmen. It lies in a fine, well-cultivated
upland valley, 7280, or, according to Haig, 7*700 feet
above sea-level, about 140 miles north-east of Hocleida,
its port on the Red Sea, and 260 from Aden. Its walls,
about six miles in circumference, are mounted with
cannon, but pointed towards the town, and they enclose
two stone palaces of the Imam, besides a great number
of highly-ornamental mosques, baths, and caravansaries.
As generally throughout the Yemen highlands,** the